
Zygmunt Marian Misiak (Zig Misiak) is a well known award winning Canadian author always  identifying  

himself as a person of Polish descent arriving in Canada in 1951, as a WW2 Polish Displaced Person, with his mother and  

father.  Zig Misiak refers to his Polish ancestry in all of his books, all of his articles, all of his presentations, all his interviews. 

He clearly reminds people of the plight of Poland prior to WW1, post WW1 and into and post WW2. Zig is a patriot.  

Testimonial  

I, Susan Waters, am a retired teacher and I have known Zig Misiak since 1964. For many decades Zig has been a person of 

deep commitment to Community, with significant accomplishments regarding our collective cultural heritage.  

 

In 2019 he was:  

1. Inducted into the Ancaster High School Hall of Fame. 

2. Was the Ancaster Heritage Parade Marshall with his long-time friend, Walter Gretzky.  

3. He, through the SPK Brantford, submitted Walter Gretzky as a candidate for the SPK “Gold Cross Medal”. 

 

In 2021, Zig was named “Ancaster’s Hero” in a prestigious, local magazine. Zig is a highly renowned historical re-enactor 

having travelled with his family, across Ontario, Quebec, and into the United States. He has built a strong partnerships, 

and a deep understanding of our cultural heritage. He is a thorough, in depth researcher, committed to  

sharing information with others, with authenticity and integrity. 



Growing up in Brantford was not easy for Zig and his family; they were underprivileged and subject to physical and verbal 

abuse as a result of being WW2 Displaced Persons. From the age of 3 years old until 12 years old, Zig lived five blocks from 

the Mohawk Institute, which was a residential school. He had no knowledge of the history of this site at the time but had 

the opportunity to engage with several of the young Indigenous attendees. As the years passed, most of Zig's friends  

ended up being from the Six Nations. This is how he acquired a unique insight into their history and culture. 

As his son, Tyler says, "Dad has endured much in his life. He knows what it is like to be forced out of his home country,  

never to have known his aunts, uncles, or grandparents. He lost his wife, our mother, in a car accident and spent the last 

20 years raising his four children as a single parent. He understands that he had to remain a strong, grounded, and  

responsible father for us. Yet here he is, through all that he has been through, choosing a life in which he values all First 

Nations people, and their beautiful history and culture. He is fiercely protective of the trust/faith that they have in him." 

Supported by his Six Nations friends, Zig shares his understanding. “Fear creates unpredictable results”, Zigs says, “and it 

is through education that we eliminate fear and allow beautiful bridges to be built that will connect different cultures”.  

Collaborating with his friend, Raymond R. Skye, Tuscarora Seneca, they developed the very first Indigenous studies guide 

in Canada and with no funding, Zig and Raymond launched their Six Nations Iroquois Program Teachers Resource Guide in 

2009. After hundreds of hours and thousands of miles traveled to introduce teaching institutions about the importance of 

incorporating a guide like this into their Curriculum. The guide was accepted in 723 different educational institutions, 

both Indigenous and non-Indigenous.  

It became Zig’s mission to find ways to bridge his home-town communities, 

Brantford, Ancaster, and beyond, with the Six Nations and Mississauga  

Nation. Not only did he fulfill his mission and continues to do so, but he also 

found bridges between Canada, Poland, First Nations, England and the  

United States, that date back to the War of 1812. 

Zig is the perfect bridge builder inspiring others to do the same:  

Between Canada, First Nations and the United States through his writing and 

activism as a historic re-enactor over the last 40 years.  

He has bridged between Canada, Poland, Holland, France, Germany and New 

Zealand, through his media resources, interviews, documentaries, and books 

and between age groups through his involvement with WW2 veterans and  

Canadian, First Nations and Metis, veterans and survivors.  

He has reached out to our youngest students with his beautiful books, teaching about our First Nations. 

He has bridged between Newcomers to Canada by educating them about the history of our great country and ensuring 

that they understand the First Nations people. 

He has bridged between today’s students and families, and our Polish Veterans and Survivors during innumerable, highly  

valued Remembrance Day events. 

It is my honour to nominate Zig Misiak, on behalf of his family, his friends, and his growing supporters, as a well-deserved 

candidate for any and all awards and recognitions he may be qualified to receive. 



Zigmund M. Misiak  
66 Maich Cres., Brantford, Ontario, Canada, N3T 6S9 

Ph. 519 757 0910            zigmisiak44@gmail.com           

www.canadianauthoreducation.com 

 
Awards & Recognitions: 
  
1995-Mohawk Nation, Grand River Six Nations Territory, adopted & given a Mohawk name; 

Ko’khó:wa Awè:ri (big grey owl heart). 

2000-Pine Tree Native Center Life Time Achievement Award. For contemporary cross-

community contributions to the Six Nations contributing to their history & culture. 

2010-YMCA Peace Medal Nominee. Contributing to ’Peace’ locally, nationally, or globally. 

2012-200 Years of Peace Through Literacy Authors Conference Recognition. 

2012-Honourary Eagle Award, St. John’s College. For outstanding support of education.  

2012-Shining Star Award. Demonstrating outstanding community leadership in business. 

2013-Six Nations Elders, Talking Earth gift for being a ‘Truth-Finder’.  

2013-Six Nations Veterans Eagle Feather, for sharing their history/culture around the world. 

2013-Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. For lifetime volunteer achievements.  

2014-Governor Generals Caring Canadian Medal. For extraordinary service to community.  

2014-George Seibel Award. For devotion in support of Canadian/First Nations history. 

2019-Ancaster High School Wall of Distinction, Inductee. For excelling in education.  

2019-Canadian Aboriginal Veterans Medallion. For sharing the truth about of First Nations. 

2019-Polish Ambassador, National Veterans Conference. For international contributions.  

2019-Polish Veterans Combatants, SPK, Bronze Cross Medal. Decades supporting veterans. 

2022-Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario Heritage Award for Lifetime Achievement  

2022-Polish Army Gold Medal - 1st Degree. Service to the Polish Army.  

2022-Canadian Polish Congress Award of Merit. Service to Polish/Canadian history/culture. 

2022-YMCA Peace Medal Nominee. For being a global humanitarian influencer.  

2022-Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee Award. Contributions to community & country.  

 

Community Involvement: 
  

To the Present  

Thank a Veteran, Brantford, committee member, 2021-presenthistoric site D’Aubigny Creek, 

Brantford, War of 1812, chairman, 2019-present.  

Canada’s The Memory Project, volunteer Guest Speaker, 2014 - present  

Ancaster Heritage Society, member, 2010 - present 

Canadian Military Heritage Museum, member, 2009 – present  

St. John’s College Remembrance Day Committee, 2009 - present  

Museum of Military History & British Brigade, U.S.A. Member, 1990 – present 

 



 
Community Involvement: 
  

In chronological order of date – current to oldest 

Butler’s Rangers Historical Reenactment Society, Director, 1990 – present 

Polish Kombatants Association of Canada, Vice President, 2015 – present 

Historical Re-enactor, French & Indian War, Butlers Rangers; American Revolution  

and Caldwell's Rangers; War of 1812, 1985 – present  

Brantford Historic Society, Board Member, 2014 – 2018 

Hamilton Area Heritage Events Committee, 2012 – 2014 

Ontario Tourism Route 1812 Map Committee, 2011 – 2012 

Peace Garden, Brantford, Brant County, Six Nations Committee, 2012 – 2014 

Sir Isaac Brock’s Regiment in England, Six Nations Eagle Feather, 2012 

Western Corridor Alliance, Route 1812 sub-committee, 2011 

PBS/WNED TV, Bi-National Advisory Group, War of 1812 200th, 2011 – 2013 

Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB, Special Ed. Advisory Committee, 2010 – 2011 

Ontario’s Equity and Inclusive Strategy Advisory Committee, 2010 – 2011 

Brantford/Brant County/Six Nations War of 1812 Map Committee, 2010 – 2013 

For Your Freedom and Ours WW2 Veterans DVD, Director, 2010 – 2011 

Historic Niagara District Education Committee, CDSB and DSB, War of 1812 

Polish WW2 War Veterans Monument Committee, 2009 – 2011 

War of 1812 Bicentennial Commemoration Steering Committee Chairman, 2009 – 2014 

United Empire Loyalists of Canada, honorary vice-president, 2009 – 2015 

Co-author of the Six Nations Iroquois Program Teacher's Resource Guide, 2009 

Kanata Village Interpretive Centre, Six Nations Territory, board member, 2000 

Pine Tree Native Center, Board Member then President, 1998 – 2001 

Brantford Ontario Sesquicentennial Celebrations Committee, 1997 

Polish Mutual Benefit Society, Board Member, 1995 – 2000 

Brantford Jaycees, Board Member and Vice-president, 1980 – 1985 

Wayne Gretzky Celebrity Sports Classic, Chairman, 1980 – 1982 

Wayne Gretzky Classic – alignment with Six Nations trophy, 1980 

Wayne Gretzky Sports Center Committee, 1981- 1982 

Eyesight Universal, Sir Ralph Frederick Bevan K.G.B. Bullen, Committee, 1981 

Canadian Army Reserves, Royal Hamilton Light Infantry, 1964 – 1969 

 



Zig’s father,  Stanislaus Misiak, is a survivor of World War One. He was born in Poland in 

1916 in the middle of the war. Zig’s mother was born in Europe in 1923.  

 

Stanislaus Misiak was in the Polish army before the war. In 1939 he was captured quickly 

due to the speed of the German army’s Blitzkrieg in northern Poland. He was a  

‘black-smith’ and because of this trade he spent the entire war as a laborer for the Nazi 

regime building bridges and repairing railway lines.  

 

Zig’s father, like many other Polish refugees, was working 

wherever he could. He ended up in Bamberg where he met 

Zig’s mother. Zig was born June 18, 1947.   

 

Zig’s father was accepted by Australia but chose Canada as 

a Displaced Person and left Zig and his mother, part of the 

resettlement agreement,  to establish and secure their place in Canada.   

 

In 1950, one year after Zig’s father made roots in Canada, Zig and his mother followed. 

After a grueling and dangerous ship voyage, during a hurricane, they landed in Pier 21, 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, in December for processing.   

 

The Misia family settled on a farm outside of Brantford living in the attic for 1 year before 

moving into the city of Brantford, a very rough and tough neighborhood. Life over the 

next 10 years was difficult for them all. Zig attended the Polish Hall, was an alter boy at the 

Polish Church and has been a loyal member of the Polish community for 70 years.  

Zig, age 3, in front of a wall of 

the ‘refugee processing camp’. 

Stanislaus Misiak, corporal in 

the Polish Army. 

Stanislaus Misiak, corporal  

in the Polish Army. 



Zig Misiak re-established relations with Brantford’s twin Polish 

city resulting in the Mayor of Brantford and the Mayor of  

Ostrow Wielkopolski agreeing to meet in Poland in 2023.  



#1 Newest Project—Establish a National Polish Monument. Zig Misiak’s  mission is to  find and identify 

the remains of 22 Polish soldiers that died at Fort Erie in defense of Canada in 1814. Our Canadian Member of Parliament 

and  the Polish Ambassador to Canada both support this ventures. Zig has the blessing or Parks Canada in the Niagara  

Region who will assist him. Polish and Canadian history is over 200 years old. Zig has made this very clear.   





#2 Remembrance Day Project: Zig Misiak is writing a ‘new’ book about Remembrance Day to be available in 

2022. It will be a “not for profit” venture as I want it to go across Canada to encourage students, at every level, to continue 

to remember Remembrance Day. I will, as always, include Polish Veterans and Survivors as well as First Nations, Canadian 

and other allied countries. 

100% of the profits are to be retained by each school to support Remembrance Day in terms of a “student grant”, each and 

every  year. 

Over the years I have been the author of dozens of Remembrance Day articles always including the relationship between 

Poland and Canada for over 200 years as well as Poland’s relationship with the First Nations People.  

Article written by Zig Misiak  



Testimonial letter from the Mayor Designate of Brantford on behalf of  

Zig Misiak  



Testimonial letter from the Mayor Designate of Brantford on behalf of  

Zig Misiak  



TEKA News of the Grand River Six Nations; article written about Zig Misiak’s books.  



First National SPK Conference, Brantford, Ontario, Canada. 

Zig Misiak, VP, was a key member of the organizing committee.  

This event was extremely successful.  



Zig Misiak, VP SPK Br#4, was a key committee organizing member for the  

100th Anniversary of Polish Independence Day  

Sept. 1, 1939 was 80 years since that brutal attack on Poland occurred.  

Zigs public relations with the media has given the Polish community a very high profile.  



Always looking after our valued Veterans and Survivors.  

Slawek Dobrowolski was “key” in having me reconnect with our Veterans, especially our Polish Veterans 

and Survivors. We did many things with them and for them that was not known to many people. We 

cherished and honoured our Polish Veterans and Survivors.  

Helping 94 year old Monte Cassio Veteran, 

Boleslaw Wilbik, being helped to dress.  

Visiting Monte Cassino Veteran, Paul Lojko, in the hospital.  

Birthday parties for  our Veterans.  

All these wonderful Veterans are now gone.  



Walter Gretzky getting the SPK Gold Cross Medal repined by his friend of 40 years, Zig after the banquet during which 

Walter Gretzky received this honour. Behind Wally is his father in a WW1 uniform. Zig Misiak did research for Walter locat-

ing the last place that his father fought during WW1. Walter’s fathers medals are seen on Walter’s right side. Now Walter 

has a military medal of his own.  

Zig also researched Walters mother who was born in Poland and even though Walter’s father, Antony, was born in Belarus 

it is quite possible that he is also Polish. Zig has been clear in all media of Walter’s Polish lineage.  



Zig Misiak presented with a valued gift from the Six Nations People.  

The Polish Eagle and the Six Nations Eagle are both represented on the piece. Zig is known for his 

“bridging” between cultures and well known among First Nations People as a person of Polish descent. 

Zig continues to link Canadian, Polish and First Nations history in every possible way.  



Presenting Glen Gretzky with the ‘Honorary White Eagle 

Award’ in memory of Walter Gretzky’s passing in 2021.  

From the Polish Combatants’ Br4 Brantford Ontario Canada 



Zig Misiak, a veteran of the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry, visits, in his Polish Combatants uniform,  

members of the 56th Artillery Field Regiment.  

Zig Misiak, Walter Gretzky, Argyle soldier, Defense Minister of Canada—Peter McKay,  

WW2 Veteran Lloyd Bentley, Slawek Dobrowolski. St. John’s Remembrance Day 2008.  



In 2021 Zig was written about in a prestigious magazine.  

It clearly highlighted Zig’s Polish heritage and the fact that every book he has written, every article he has 

written and all speeches he has given he refers to his Polish ancestry.  



Zig Misiak has been the subject of many interviews and documentaries and always refers to his Polish 

Heritage. Discovery Channel, Polish NTV24, Canadian Residential Documentary 2021.—Polish Credit  

Union TV Toronto, Ontario, Canada: interviews and video recordings.—CBC's A Peoples' History.—CBC’s 

Hockey, A Peoples’ History.—War of 1812: by the McKenna Brothers.—History of the Lincoln and  

Welland Regiment: documentary.—The History of Brant County: and an Ontario Visual Heritage Project.  

Rogers Cable TV as a regular commenting on First Nations, Remembrance Day, history of  

Poland and connection to Canada, American Revolution, War of 1812 and contemporary  

issues. Here being interviewed along with his friend, Walter Gretzky.  



Zig Misiak, in his War of 1812 uniform, lays a wreath along side and with a councilman,  

Bob Johnson, of the Grand River Six Nations Territory.  

This idea of laying a wreath with a Six Nations representative was Zigs idea.  

“Thank a Vets”, Assumption Colleges.  

Left to Right front row: Unknown legionnaire, Polish WW2 Veterans Boleslaw Wilbik,  

Left to Right: Polish Combatant member Zig Misiak, Mayor Chris Friel, Six Nations councilman Bob Johnson.  



Zig Misiak is seen here marching between the Kings Colours and the Butlers Rangers Regimental Colours.  

Zig has been a historic reenactor for over 40 years and a liaison to the Six Nations.  

He re-enacts the American Revolution and the War of 1812.  



It's a double celebration  

Brantford Expositor, Vincent Ball, Published on: October 24, 2018  
 

Zig Misiak, of the Polish Combatants, Branch 4, in Brantford, visits a  

memorial in Tom Thumb Park that was erected to commemorate those  

Polish War Veterans and Survivors of WW2.  

Members of the local Polish community will be celebrating two historic oc-

casions next month. Nov. 11 marks the 100th anniversary of the  

armistice ending the hostilities of the First World War and the 100th  

anniversary of the liberation of Poland.  

“Following the declaration of the First World War, thousands of Canadians 

of Polish ancestry joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force overseas,” said 

Zig Misiak of the Polish Combatants of Canada, Branch 4, speaking on  

behalf of branch president Adam Sikora. “They fought and died at Vimy 

Ridge, Ypres and the Somme.  

“Poles in the United States were also eager to join the war effort and per-

suaded Britain to train a  Polish army in Canada.” Their efforts led to the cre-

ation of Camp Kosciuszko at Niagara-On-The-Lake, Ont., where about 

21,000 men and women received basic and special training. When they got 

overseas, they fought on the Western Front led by Jozef Haller, Misiak said. 

The soldiers joined other Poles to form an army of about 100,000 combatants, he added.  “Hostilities  

ended on Nov. 11, 1918, but, for the Poles, the fighting wasn’t over.” Misiak said the Poles saw an opportunity 

to regain Polish territory that had been lost to the Russians. “Had it not been for Canadian openness and  

support of the Polish military training camp at Niagara-On-The-Lake, this significant fighting force — known as 

Haller’s Blue Army — would not have been created.”  

 

The fighting force, combined with other loyalist Poles in France, was key in regaining the independence of  

Poland after 123 years of occupation by Russia, Prussia and Austria, he added.  

The contributions of Poles fighting for Canada and Britain dates back to the War of 1812 when many people of 

Polish descent died fighting with British troops and Six Nations allies at the Battle of Fort Erie. Twenty Poles 

died in 1814 when the American were being pushed back across the border after 

invading Upper Canada two years earlier, Misiak said.  

In the Second World War, Polish combatants were part of the invasion of Italy and 

the D-Day landings that hastened the end of the war, Misiak added. Locally, the 

Polish Combatants Association of Canada, Branch 4, unveiled a monument in Tom 

Thumb Park in 2011 commemorating the contributions of Polish fighters and  

Canadian soldiers during the Second World War.  

“Brantford has been home to Polish immigrants even before the First World War,” 

Misiak said.  

“We have a large population of Poles, like me, and we have two halls that were 

built in the 1930s. Both halls have been active and continue to participate in the 

International Villages.”  



 

  
 

        We Stand on Guard for Thee 

 

By: Zig Misiak  
 

‘We Stand on Guard for Thee’ , also speaks to the pledge between two countries, two peoples. For 

nearly 225 years Canada/Britain and Poland have had the very best of relations. The Polish commu-

nity in Brantford and Poles all over the world will be commemorating the liberation of  

Poland 100 years ago; November 11, 1918. Poles from around the world will also be bowing their 

heads on the 11th hour on that same day in ‘Remembrance.’  

 

In 1752 Dominik Barcz, was the first Pole recorded arriving in Montreal as a fur trader and ever since  

then our two cultures started to interweave over the following centuries into a beautiful tapestry of 

friendship. In 1795 Poland was occupied and partitioned by Russia, Prussia and Austria. Poland 

ceased to exist as a sovereign nation. Poles migrated to all parts of the world to escape oppression, 

including Canada.  

During the War of 1812, in 1814, Poles died standing shoulder 

to shoulder with British troops, Six Nations allies and lmilitia at 

the battle of Fort Erie pushing back the Amercan invaders. 

Twenty identified Poles lie buried on Canadian soil at Fort Erie.  

World War One was declared on August 4, 1914 and Canada  

immediately answered the call and over 400,000 Canadians of 

many cultural backgrounds including Canadians of Polish  

descent volunteered and were sent to Europe immediately.  

The United States did not join the war until mid-1917 but loyalist Poles in the U.S.A. were anxious to 

fight. Leaders of the Polish-American community persuaded Britain to train a Polish Army in  

Canada, which was armed, equipped, and paid for by France. From 1917 to 1919, thousands of  

soldiers of Polish descent from the U.S.A. and from Canada were trained in Niagara on the Lake at 

Camp Kościuszko, and sent overseas. Known as Haller’s Blue Army, because of the blue  uniforms 

provided by the French, they filled a critical role on the western front. Twenty eight identified Poles 

are buried on Canadian soil at St. Mark’s cemetery having died of influenza during training.  

When hostilities ceased on November 11, 1918 Polish soldiers, including Haller’s Blue Army, from 

the western frontier moved to the east in order to fend off the invading Russian Red army. The 

Poles fought until 1920 after which Polish independence seemed secure.  

The dream of an independent and free Poland was shattered on September 1, 1939. Germany  

invaded Poland and a few weeks later Russia did the same from the east. Poland was ripped in two.  

 



Poles were massacred (over 5.8 million died) and many fled to all parts of Europe. Tens of thousands 

of Poles joined the British army and Polish divisions fought alongside Canadian and British soldiers 

during the Battle of Britain, Africa, Italy’s Monte Cassino, and D-Day landings.  

In May of 1945, WW2 ended but  Poland remained occupied by Russian 

troops until 1993. So you  see; Poland’s independence, though officially 

regained in November 1918 was very much fractured and fragmented. 

Even in 2018 Poland deals with anxiety with old foes along their borders.  

Canadian soldiers under NATO are in Poland today.  

…. For ‘Your freedom and Ours’  

Polish WW2 veterans, and all other survivors, as well as their children 

and the next generations of Canadians of Polish descent did, do, and will 

cherish and hold steadfast to these words, strongly pledging that we are 

always there for Canada as Canada had and will be there for us. I am a 

Polish WW2 baby refugee born in 1947 and arriving in Canada in 1950. I, 

and my parents were among thousands of Poles accepted and embraced by this wonderful and  

exceptional country. We have not and will not forget.  

On November 3, the Polish Combatants Assoc. of Brantford under the leadership of President Adam 

Sikora and the entire Polish community host a gala (Polish Hall on Pearl St.) in commemoration of 

100 years of independence. Please call 519-757-0910 for tickets. VIP guests include WW2 veterans 

and survivors, Polish Ambassadors to Canada, Phil McColeman, Dave Levac, Walter Gretzky, and 

members of legions and SPK from all around. 

Article by Zig Misiak regarding the ‘new’ Polish Monument erected downtown, in Tom Thumb Park,  

Brantford adjacent to the large Brantford, Brand County and Six Nations War Memorial.  



The DVD, “For Your Freedom and Ours” was distributed FREE to 140 schools, including First Nations 

schools, and assorted Veterans organizations as well as in Europe: Poland, Holland, United States and 

England. Zig, Slawek Dobrowolski, then a teacher at St. John’s College, invited Zig Misiak to be the  

producer. In all 19 Veterans and survivors were interviewed; Polish, Canadian, First Nations, and British.  



Six Nations News as well as some far reaching cities such as Toronto and Vancouver  

gave us coverage regarding the “For Your Freedom and Ours” project.  

“For Your Freedom and Ours” project leader Slawek Dobrowolski and Producer Zig Misiak  

hold autographed poster of all the Veterans and Survivors that were interviewed.  



Kingdom of the Netherlands acknowledge receipt of the DVD, For Your Freedom and Ours, sent to them. 

We know that Polish soldiers were key liberators of the Netherlands, Holland, therefore we reached out 

letting them know we refered to them in our DVD and in fact interviewed Dutch Survivors.  



Six Nations newspaper, The Tekawennake, interviewed Zig Misiak and did an article regarding  

Polish Veterans and First Nations Veterans.  

In the photo; Slawek Dobrowolski, President SPK, Br#4 Paul Lojko and Zig Misiak.  

For Your Freedom and Ours DVD, spearheaded by Slawek Dobrowolski and produced by Zig Misiak  

officially announced and viewed at a large gala at the Polish Hall.  

Featured were Polish Veterans and Survivors and included Six Nations and Canadian Veterans.   



Letter from the Ontario Speaker of the House. Congratulating Slawek and Zig Misiak for interview-

ing 19 Veterans and Survivors, and producing as well as distributing free, the DVD.  



In 2014, Zig Misiak reunited with two sisters in Poland.  

Their father did not return to Poland after the war but ended up in Canada.  

Even though their dad visited them they had never met Zig until now.  



Annual pilgrimage to Niagara on the Lake commemorating WW1 Polish soldiers.  



Article by Zig Misiak: Poland during WW1 

Don Montures mother being there as a nurse, Walter Gretzky’s father fighting on the front lines and  

Steve Smiths father having trained Polish troops at Niagara on the Lake under Koscusko’s Brigade.  



Zig Misiak, a well know and respected historic reenactor of the Butlers Rangers,  

stands beside a bronze but of John Butler. Located at Niagara on the Lake.  

The parts of the uniform were provided by Zig Misiak.  



 

 

                                                      Polish Soldiers - War of 1812  

By: Zig Misiak 

The United States and the British Canada’s became a platform for war but do you think 

that only Americans and British citizens fought in it?  Well you’re partly right and that’s 

what most people would say. In Europe the war between Britain and France included 

many other countries aligned with each and that war simply extended to our part of 

the world. Our battles were on a much smaller in scale. They had armies numbering 

into the hundreds of thousands and ours into the low thousands but other  

nationalities were involved here also, including the French. 

 

Poland’s army was aligned with France’s not because they were against Britain but to 

find an ally that would restore old Polish territory out of the grasps of Russia. Polish 

soldiers were captured and one of the choices given was to fight for Britain, go to  

prison or some form of hard labour. As a result Polish captives joined one of two  

mercenary Swiss regiments, bought by Britain, the De Meuron regiment and that of  

De Watteville. Both regiments ended up in the Canada’s and saw action along the St.  

Lawrence River area and at Fort Erie in 1814. Polish soldiers did in fact fight along side British soldiers, local militia and First Nations 

warriors in the siege of Fort Erie then occupied by the Americans.   

 

In 1609 there are records of Poles settling in Jamestown, Virginia, U.S.A., requested due to their high skill trades as  

masons and potters. Though they were a minority among the Dutch, Germans, French and British that made up most of the  

population during that period in history they were here and have been here for centuries.  

 

During the American Revolution two Polish Generals, Casimir Pulaski and Tadeusz Kosciuszko, fought along side George  

Washington. They have been American heroes for over two centuries with many statues dedicated to them all over the United States  

including Washington. I do apologize that my Polish country men fought against the British, loyalist and First Nations allies. As an 

honorary vice president of the United Empire Loyalist I’m trying to make up for that now. 

 

I was sent a photograph of Captain Smith who was on staff in Niagara on the Lake in 1917 training soldiers of the Polish Army to 

fight as allies against the Germans in WW1. Butler's Barracks became Camp Kosciuszko (an American hero).  

Captain Smith was awarded “Officer of the Order of the Black Star”, a Polish order, for his distinguished service at the camp. He  

became one of only five Canadians to receive this honour. Captain Smith was a Mohawk from the Six Nations. The Polish Six Nations 

connection keeps expanding. 

 

I couldn’t quite explain my affinity to Six Nations history and culture over these many years and having recently come across  

information such as in this article I might be led to think that it’s in my DNA. As I continue my work on the 200th  

Anniversary of the War of 1812 I’m sure more information will surface. Even though my personal roots of only 63 years in Canada are 

relatively recent it gives me great pleasure to know that my Polish ethnic family goes back 402 years. 

 

I have the names of 21 Polish soldiers that died in the siege against Fort Erie in 1814. They are buried on Canadian soil and gave their 

lives, as many others did, helping to form the country and territories that we live in and around today.  



Zig Misiak, with 3 friends from the Grand River Six Nations Territory, speaking to a congregation of 

“Historica” about the importance of wampum belts and historic treaties.  

Zig Misiak with two  

veterans from the Grand 

River Six Nations Territory.  



Walter, my friend of over 40 years, gone but will “never” be forgotten.  



Zig Misiak has been a major contributor to his local community highlighting Polish interests. 

Zig Misiak has used every connection he has be it with Six Nations, school system, historical contacts on 

both sides of the border as well as overseas, along with all his book writing contacts to enhance, promote 

and educate people about the Polish connections with Canada as well as a Polish history lesson. 


